
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

December 21, 2016 

6:30 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Kenneth Cartier    Norma Trueblood 
Jack Tompkins 
Letha Jackson  
Jason Allen 

 
Also present: Mayor David Patriarca, Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Deputy Township Clerk 
Sunshine Dashiell 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  241-2016 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session - Not Acted Upon 
        
Council President Allen advised that there would be no Closed Session.    
 

PRESENTATION 
Presentation by Pemberton Township School Superintendent Tony Trongone of the  
 Denbo/Crichton School Project. 
 
Terry Maldonado came forward to introduce Superintendent Tony Trongone for the 
presentation. Mr. Trongone thanked Ms. Maldonado and Council for having him. Advised 
that a hand out had been given to Council for review. Went through the handout and gave 
an overview of what is going on within the school district throughout the grade levels and 
what to expect with the Denbo/Crichton School Project. Advised on traffic expectations 
during demolition and construction. Council President Allen thanked Mr. Trongone and 
asked when the digital conversion would be for 11th and 12th grades. Mr. Trongone 
advised 9th and 10th would be this year and 11th and 12th grades next year. Council 
President Allen asked how many students are anticipated for Denbo school. Mr. Trongone 
advised 950 spaces would be available. Also noted that there are space issues at Busansky 
and Emmons and that they are looking to ease crowding in the next 3 to 4 years. Council 
President Allen asked if Council would be kept in the loop with regard to traffic. Mr. 
Trongone stated that the State will contact them and they will be sensitive to the traffic 
issue. Councilman Cartier asked what grades Denbo/Crichton currently had. Mr. Trongone 
advised it was grades 3 to 5 and that Pre-K would go to Early Childhood. Noted that the 
kids that are in Browns Mills that go to Crichton for Pre-K would now be bussed to the 
Early Childhood Center for the 3 years of swing space. Discussion on capacity ensued and 
amount of classrooms. Councilman Cartier stated that this traffic was being put across an 
unapproved road. Mr. Trongone stated that this was out of his purview and that the SDA 
was willing to take on this expense. Councilman Cartier stated he did not see this getting 
through Pinelands for approval. Mr. Trongone stated they were apparently working through 
this now. Councilman Tompkins thanked him for the phenomenal job he has been doing 
and asked about security plans. Mr. Trongone advised on what their security plans were 
and referred to the handout. Councilman Tompkins advised on some of the issues he has 
seen at Emmons school including young parents that are inexperienced drivers with young 
children running around. Mr. Trongone advised that this had been on the radar but has not 
been discussed recently, however he will look into it. Mr. Trongone thanked Council for 
their time and wishes all a happy holiday.  
 

OTHER RESOLUTIONS 
242-2016 Recognition of Dedication of Public Service by Lt. James   
   Wehman.  
 
Council President Allen read this resolution into the record.  



 
Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 242-2016. Cartier, yes; Jackson, yes; 
Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Council President Allen presented the Resolution to Lt. James Wehman. Lt. Wehman 
thanked everyone for recognizing him and stated that it has been an honor to serve the 
Township. Chief Jantas stated that Lt. Wehman was a major part of the agency becoming 
an accredited Police Department and that his leadership and service to the town was 
appreciated and wished him the best of luck.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Allen opened the meeting up to general public comments.  
 

Robert Muller, Browns Mills - 1. Stated that the taxes are pretty high and he has 5 
children and would like to see more help within the system. Stated we need things within 
the school but we also need a tax break. Commented that we need security at the schools 
and the Police positions filled. Would like to see Police doing more then patrolling the 
ACME parking lot. Hopes that his saying something matters and that his voice will count. 
Council President Allen advise Mr. Muller that Chief Jantas was here tonight and he could 
possibly speak to him. Mr. Muller stated that something also needed to be done with the 
empty homes and feels that money should be spent to fix up the town first and then other 
things. Stated he has been on the wrong side of the fence most of his life and cannot throw 
the first rock but that he changed for his children. Stated his taxes are $4500.00 a year and 
that this is a mortgage in Georgia.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed this portion of 
the meeting.   

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine 

by the Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council 

Member wish to discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be 

removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 

regular agenda. 
 
Councilman Tompkins asked to pull Resolution 243-2016 and New Business Item A (1) and 
New Business item B, Hilltop Trailer Park. Councilman Cartier asked to pull all of New 
Business.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 
MINUTES FILED BY CLERK 
Regular Meeting, December 7, 2016. 
 

 
*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  243-2016 Pulled and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 244-2016 Appoints Alison Shinkunas to the position of Tax Collector. 
 
 245-2016 Authorizes Chief Financial Officer to deposit premium lien money to the  
   miscellaneous revenue not anticipated account in the total amount of $2,100.00. 
 
 246-2016 Authorizes renewal of PRCL for Merko Incorporated for the licensing year 2016-2017. 

  
NEW BUSINESS 
*a.  Purchases over $2,000 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

       
  1. Public Works - Purchase of 7'x14' trailer from Hecht Trailer in the total amount of   
  $2,657.70.   
 
  2.  Public Works - Purchase of asbestos removal services for 19 South Lakeshore Drive from  
  Pernaco Inc. in the total amount of $5,600.00.   
 

 *b.   2017 Annual License Renewals: Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the  

  meeting. 

  Trailer Park Licenses: Pine View Terrace 
     Hilltop Mobile Village 
     Lakeshore Mobile Village 
     Belaire Mobile Park* 
      *contingent on payment of all municipal fees 

 



Motion by Cartier and Tompkins to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Cartier, yes; 
Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS  
243-2016 Awards contract to Garden State Bobcat for the purchase of one  
   compact excavator  for an amount not to exceed $23,203.30. 

 
Councilman Tompkins asked if this was for a Bobcat for the Water Division. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that this would be purchased through the Water Division and 
primarily used by them but can also be used by any of the Public Works divisions. 
Councilman Tompkins asked if funding was from Capital Improvements. Mayor 
Patriarca stated it was from the budgeted capital outlay for that division. Discussion 
ensued on what this would be used for. Council President Allen stated that it sounds 
like there is a need for this equipment. Mayor Patriarca agreed that it would be more 
efficient. Councilman Cartier asked what they currently are using. Mayor Patriarca 
advised they use a backhoe which is often too large and this is basically a mini 
excavator to use in yards and side streets. Council President Allen asked if the New 
Business item for the hauler will be used for this equipment. Mayor Patriarca agreed.  
 
Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 243-2016. Cartier, yes; 
Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
*a.  Purchases over $2,000 Pulled from the consent agenda. 
  
 1. Public Works - Purchase of 7'x14' trailer from Hecht Trailer in the total amount of  
 $2,657.70.   
 
Councilman Tompkins stated that his questions had been answered.  
 
Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve New Business item A (1). Cartier, yes; Jackson, 
yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 2.  Public Works - Purchase of asbestos removal services for 19 South Lakeshore 
 Drive from Pernaco Inc. in the total amount of $5,600.00.   
 
Councilman Cartier stated they are calling for removal of 100 square feet of outside exterior 
siding and that this is an area of 5 feet by 25 feet. Mr. Gonzalez advised that before they bid 
they go out and look at the property to determine which products on the building may have 
asbestos and which don't. Mayor Patriarca stated that historically this company has come in 
50% lower than everyone else. Councilman Cartier stated he wants to be sure that the siding 
on the outside will be more than the flooring and is coming in at 10% of what the flooring 
is. Mr. Gonzalez advised that if the quantity ends up being different they will come back to 
Council for approval. Mayor Patriarca stated that if it does change they may look at putting 
it back out to bid.  
 
Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve with the stipulations stated. Cartier, yes; 
Jackson, yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried. 
 

 *b.   2017 Annual License Renewals: Pulled from the consent agenda. 

  Trailer Park Licenses: Pine View Terrace 
      Hilltop Mobile Village 
      Lakeshore Mobile Village 
      Belaire Mobile Park* 
       *contingent on payment of all municipal fees 
 
Councilman Cartier stated that he had all of the trailer parks in his packet with the 
exception of Hilltop. Sunshine advised that Hilltop had come in that afternoon to pay. 
Councilman Tompkins advised that he had been walking through Hilltop recently and was 
concerned about the condition of the trailers in the park. Stated they are fire hazards that are 
falling down and are eyesores. Stated that he cannot approve this because of the condition 
of the park. Council President Allen advised that the renewals are based on the payment of 
the municipal fees being paid. Councilman Cartier stated that Councilman Tompkins code 
violation concerns are still valid. Mr. Bayer stated that code violations are a valid concern 
but are not a licensing issue and they should be referred to Code Enforcement. Councilman 
Tompkins stated he still can not approve this. Councilman Cartier stated he hears his 
concerns and he agrees but how many people will be displaced from their homes. 



Councilman Tompkins stated that is a good point. Councilman Cartier stated that it was 
raised to him some years ago. Noted he has a suggestion as they need a license to sell the 
vehicles as well. Asked if Belaire Trailer park is up to date on fees. I advised that they are 
currently in arrears on water and sewer. Noted that Township Clerk, Amy Cosnoski, had 
advised that the license could be approved tonight and would be withheld until all fees are 
paid in full. Councilman Cartier stated that this is perpetual ever year with Belaire and 
suggested that enforcement could be not renewing the licenses to sell the trailers. Noted this 
would not displace the residents and they would still be required to bring the fees up to date 
and be code compliant. Councilman Tompkins agreed with this and stated it would provide 
some leverage. Councilman Cartier stated he believes our leverage is not approving the 
licenses to resell the trailers to new tenants. Councilman Tompkins stated that some of the 
ones he saw will sit until they burn down or disintegrate. Council President Allen asked if 
the code official has been out to inspect these trailers. Stated we are saying there are code 
issues but no one is inspecting. Councilwoman Jackson asked if the vacant trailers would be 
listed under the vacant homes ordinance. Mr. Bayer stated he would have to look into this 
as he is not sure it applies to a motor home. Mayor Patriarca stated that after 1968 they 
went from trailers to mobile homes and are classified differently and depends on the area of 
the park how well kept they are. Mr. Gonzalez advised that he would speak to Dave 
Benedetti about the code enforcement issues and will hopefully be able to give an update at 
the next Council meeting. Councilman Cartier stated that Belaire is perpetual and he would 
not put anyone on the street but that the leverage is renewing the licenses to sell. Council 
President Allen asked me if there were any penalties when things are not paid. I advised 
Council that there are late fees that are incurred and that the Tax Collectors office advised 
that if Belaire did not pay their sewer and water they would have an additional $1500.00 
tacked onto their tax bill. Mayor Patriarca stated that he cannot assure Council their 
concerns would be addressed because the properties in question are private and he is not 
sure if our code enforcement can do that. Stated that Mr. Bayer may be able to provide 
more information and that Council may want to consider adding, as a condition of the 
licenses in the future, to give the Township the ability to inspect these properties. Mr. Bayer 
stated that you may need an Administrative search warrant. Councilman Tompkins stated 
an annual review because you are intruding on their liberties. Mayor Patriarca commented 
that we review all of our Township residents daily from the streets but we cannot even go 
into the streets of these mobile home parks because they are private property. Councilman 
Cartier asked that Mr. Bayer do some research on the topic of property access as it may be a 
good idea.  
 
Motion by Cartier with the caveat that their concerns are addressed, and Tompkins to 
approve the trailer park license renewals. Cartier, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, 
yes. Motion carried. 
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
 a.  Engineer's Report - December 21, 2016 
 
Council President Allen asked if Council had any comments. Council had none.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 12/16/16. 
 
Councilman Tompkins had 2 questions, the first on page 8, 6-01-28-370-000-672 for 
Recreation Services - Holiday Appreciation Day and a charge to 16-02-689, for Jocko's 
Photography for Pictures with Santa in the amount of $1,000.00. Asked who the owner of 
Jocko's Photography was and if it was Councilman Elect Gardner? Mayor Patriarca stated 
he does do the pictures with Santa but does not know if it is his business. Councilman 
Tompkins noted that there was another bill for the same company, under Community 
Outreach, in the amount of $500.00. Councilwoman Jackson asked what the question was 
for this. Councilman Tompkins stated that if Jocko's Photography is owned by Councilman 
Elect that will be sworn in, in a few weeks, it may not be illegal but he thinks this is not 
something he should do. Mayor Patriarca commented that if Council Elect Gardner is the 
owner of the business, they will not be using his services after January 1st as it would be 
inappropriate. Councilman Tompkins stated that for this bill list and his conscious, he 
cannot vote for these 2 bills.  
 
Motion by Jackson and Cartier to approve the bill list. Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes with the 
exception of any fire department related bills which he abstains from; Tompkins, yes with 
the exception of the 2 bills for Jocko's Photography; Allen, yes with the exception of all of 
the bills on pages 3 relating to the Police Department and page 11 section 6-01-31-440-000-
605 which he will abstain from as a result of his new job. Motion carried.  



Council President Allen advised that he had accepted a position with the State Police 
Department in their Grants Division and as a result of not knowing which Police Grants 
were filtered to the Township, at this point in time he is not comfortable with voting on 
those bills.  

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Stated that he attended the tree lighting ceremony and was 
pleased with all that came out to support the event. Commented that Public Works did a 
great job putting the tree up and preparing the park and that Recreation did a great job 
coordinating the entire event. Noted that they brought in the Jenkins family to participate in 
the event as they were very involved in past events and they wanted to honor Donna 
Jenkins who had recently passed. Commented that Bayberry Park is almost done and are 
looking to have a soft opening and ribbon cutting hopefully next Friday December 30th at 
3:00pm. Stated they also wanted to recognize the Public Works employees who put a lot of 
hard work into building this park. Stated they are left with a little it of walkway and the 
floating dock left to do as well as some work beach side. Noted that the entrance to the 
Nesbit Driveway was paved and that the fencing for the second football field is being put in 
now. Commented that the paving for the year has been completed. Noted they are not 
planning on doing anymore unless they get a good run of warm weather. Stated that 
approximately 4.5 miles of roadway was done this year along with some serious drainage 
work around Arrahbella and Rhode Island. Noted that Public Works had run into several 
issues but has found ways to alleviate the issues they have run into. Councilman Cartier 
asked if Rhode Island was paved or not. It was noted it is paved. Mayor Patriarca advised 
that it took so long to get through the County approval process at Nesbit but it got done and 
the entrance is completed. Noted that Well #11 is complete with the exception of the VMD 
that is like a throttle to throttle the pump back and forth and does it automatically. Stated 
they are waiting on that part but the well can still be operated although it is not online as of 
yet. Commented that the well is run once a week in waste mode which was recommended 
by the company. Stated the part should be in by the 9th of January. Commented that the 
Scrapetown Road West End Project is at Pinelands for a preliminary review and they are 
waiting on the results to see if they can go in with a final plan. Stated that the Engineers 
have done the wetlands delineation that they felt were required to obtain approval. Stated he 
had received a call from the Governor's office and was verbally advised that we will be 
receiving 2 CDBG grants that had been put in for. Noted they we are waiting on the awards 
letters, but generally this is the heads up call. Advised that one grant is for $175,000.00 for 
rehab work for homes and this will be used for low and moderate income residents in need 
who meet the requirements. Advised that a second grant is for $400,000.00 which is for the 
Lake Valley Sidewalk Project including Blueberry and Lake Valley. Stated we are required 
to have ADA compliant sidewalks and this will allow for that. Noted this is a large project 
and will be a multiphase project. Commented that we are still waiting on the Safe Sidewalks 
to School grant that we applied for and would piggyback this to allow them to address some 
of the sidewalk issues there and that it should be awarded soon, but not sure if we will 
receive.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Tompkins - Noted that he had reached out to Congressman MacArthur a few 
months ago regarding funding for the Presidential Lakes Firehouse and unfortunately 
through all of his communications they were unable to come up with any solutions but he 
has provided a list of his contacts to the Council to see if anything can be done in the future. 
Commented on the monies received from scrapping the vehicles, approximately $250 per 
vehicles and feels more could have been made.  Commented on being disappointed on not 
receiving the information he requested and that the other Council Members are not 
requesting it.  Commented on the plan for the 53 new homes and understands it is a good 
tax revenue but has concerns about the amount of vacant homes currently in the town.  
Noted he disagrees with spending all of the UEZ money on purchasing the properties in 
town.  Commented on his concerns with the vacant housing registration fees ordinance and 
he considers the fees to be fines and now registering vacant businesses the town would be 
considered not business friendly. Noted the Township has authorization for 57 officers and 
expressed his concern believing we only have 41 officers on the streets as of October and he 
finds that alarming.  Expressed his wish to have the West End Park named after 
Councilwoman Stinney for all she has done for the town. Commented this is his last 



Council meeting and he thanked Councilwoman Jackson for helping him through it and 
noted he has sat up there and has tried to do what he thought the residents would want him 
to do and believes he has maintained his intergrity.   

 
Councilwoman Jackson - Commented that she had talked to Councilwoman Trueblood 
and she really wanted to be here but is still recovering and sends her apologies and asks for 
continued prayers and hopes to be back in January. Thanked everyone for coming out and 
to have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and to be safe.  

 
Councilman Cartier - Wished everyone a Happy Holidays and a very safe New Year. 
 

Council President Allen -  Wished everyone a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Looks forward to seeing all at the next meeting on January 4th to include the 
Reorganization Meeting at 5:30 pm.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
Sunshine Dashiell, Deputy Township Clerk 


